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“Accreditation Assessment Team Invites Public Comment” 
 

Westminster, Carroll County, Maryland, March 2, 2018 ---- Sheriff Jim DeWees is pleased to announce that a 

team of assessors from the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc. (CALEA), will arrive March 

12, 2018 to examine all aspects of the Carroll County Sheriff’s Office policy & procedures, management, operations, and 

support services. 
 

Verification by the team of assessors that the Carroll County Sheriff’s Office meets the Commission’s state of the art 

standards is part of a voluntary process to gain accreditation – a highly prized recognition of public safety professional 

excellence. 
 

As part of the on-site assessment, agency employees and members of the community are invited to offer comments at 

a public information session on Monday March 12, 2018 at 7:00 PM.  The session will be conducted in the Public Hearing 

Room located at the Carroll County Government Office Building, 225 North Center Street, Westminster, Maryland. 
 

If you are unable to attend the public information session, but would still like to speak with the assessment team, you 

may call the CALEA Assessors directly at 410-386-2178 on Tuesday, March 13, 2018 between the hours of 3:00 PM and 5:00 

PM. 
 



Telephone comments as well as appearances at the public information session are limited to ten minutes and must 

address the agency’s ability to comply with CALEA Standards.  A copy of the standards is available for review at the Carroll 

County Sheriff’s Office by contacting Corporal Jon Light at 410-386-2732. 

 

Persons wishing to submit written comments about the Carroll County Sheriff’s Office’s ability to comply with the 

standards for Law Enforcement Accreditation may send them to the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement 

Agencies, Inc. (CALEA), 13575 Heathcote Boulevard, Suite 320 Gainesville, Virginia 20155.  
 

The Carroll County Sheriff’s Office received initial accreditation from CALEA during July 2006.  Law Enforcement 

Accreditation Status is granted for three years, during which accredited agencies must submit annual reports attesting continued 

compliance with those standards under which it was initially accredited.  This assessment will be the Carroll County Sheriff’s 

Office fourth on-site assessment conducted since receiving the initial award. 

 

The Accreditation Assessment Manager for the Carroll County Sheriff’s Office is Mrs. Karen Shepard, who reports 

that the assessment team is composed of law enforcement practitioners from similar, but out-of-state law enforcement 

agencies.  During their visit, the assessors will review written materials, conduct interviews, and visit offices and other 

locations where compliance can be witnessed.   

 

The assessors are: Deputy Chief Terry Clanton from the Kannapolis Police Department, Kannapolis, North 

Carolina, and Lieutenant Constance White (Retired), formerly from the Licking County Sheriff’s Office, Newark, Ohio. 

Once the assessor’s review of the Sheriff’s Office is complete, a report will be forwarded to the full Commission, who will 

then decide if the Carroll County Sheriff’s Office is to be granted accredited status.   

 

For more information regarding the Commission on Accreditation for Law Enforcement Agencies, Inc. please call 

or write the Commission at 13575 Heathcote Boulevard, Suite 320 Gainesville, Virginia 20155, (703) 352-4225 ; or visit 

them on the web at www.calea.org.  
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